




























The psychological feeling of belonging or 
connectedness to a social, spatial, cultural, 
professional, or other type of group or a 
community (Hurtado & Carter, 1997).
Whether or not students feel respected, 
valued, accepted, cared for, included, and 
that they matter, in the classroom, at 











The Chronicle:  Colleges are offering new classes on racial history 
and social justice…creating equity-and-justice centers, and hiring 
ethnic-minority specialists in neglected topics to deepen students’ 
understanding. Also, in concert with co-curricular and 
extracurricular study groups & clubs, offering students in 





























































































2020 and February 
2021, we will present 
five data-informed 
treatments of 

























































































































































































































































































































































Purpose: To measure prior academic and co-curricular experiences, 
as well as expectations and beliefs about participating in 
educationally purposeful activities during the upcoming academic 
year, for all entering students including first-year, transfer, and 
older students who have little or no college experience.
BCSSE results are used in many ways including: 
Academic advising
Retention efforts and predictive analytics
First-year program design and evaluation
Faculty and staff development
And more. . . .
See Using Your BCSSE Data: 
bcsse.indiana.edu/usingBCSSEData.cfm
and other examples of NSSE, FSSE, and 
BCSSE Data Use: 
nsse.indiana.edu/html/using_nsse_db
BCSSE Survey
High School experiences include:
 HS grades, math courses, AP, 
dual credit, and IB
 Hours Writing, Reading, 
Studying
 Learning Strategies
 Quantitative Reasoning
 Reflective Learning
Expectations for the coming year, including:
 Hours preparing for class, working, etc
 Student‐Faculty Interactions*
 Discussion with Diverse Others*
 Collaborative Learning*
 Expected Academic Difficulty**
 Academic Perseverance**
 Academic Help‐Seeking**
 Perceived Academic Preparation*
 Importance of Supportive Environment*
* Corresponds with NSSE Engagement 
Indicator
** Corresponds with NSSE First‐Year Module
Other questions for all entering 
students include:
 Sources for paying for college
 First generation status
 Expectation to graduate
 Expected grades
 Friends also attending
 Choice of institution
 Race/ethnicity
 Other background information
Questions specific to Transfer and Older 
Students 
Questions for transfer students includes,
Regarding the college or university they are transferring from:
 Type institution (baccalaureate, community college, etc)
 How many credits expect to transfer
 Previous Grades
 Use of Learning Strategies 
 Expected co‐enrollment (attend another institution while attending yours)
 Why they left the other institution
Questions for transfer and older students incldues,
Regarding your campus:
 Why they chose to attend your institution
 How many more years they expect it will take to complete bachelor’s degree
 Stress factors they expect to encounter (financial, meeting basic needs, time 
management, choosing a career, etc)
 Hours per week they expect to spend providing care for dependents and commuting
 Veteran status
BCSSE Reports
Summer/Fall
 Institutional data file
 BCSSE Student Advising Reports
 BCSSE Institutional Reports (on‐
demand)
Fall
 Grand Frequencies and Means
Winter (optional)
 Institutional data file
 BCSSE Institutional Reports (on‐
demand)
 BCSSE Student Advising Reports
Also, institutions that do NSSE in the 
same academic year, get a combined 
BCSSE‐NSSE report
NSSE Basics
National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)
 Administered annually at hundreds of baccalaureate level institutions 
across the US and Canada.
 Since 2000, approximately 6.4 million first‐year and senior students 
enrolled at more than 1,600 institutions have completed NSSE.
NSSE Modules Relevant to FYE
NSSE Topical Modules
1. Academic Advising (Updated 2019)
2. Civic Engagement
3. Development of Transferable Skills
4. Learning with Technology
5. Experiences with Writing
6. Experiences with Information Literacy
7. First‐Year Experiences and Senior Transitions
8. Global Learning
9. Inclusiveness and Engagement with Cultural Diversity
Thanks so much for joining us!
Jim Cole & Jillian Kinzie
National Survey of Student 
Engagement (NSSE)
Indiana University Center for 
Postsecondary Research
nsse.indiana.edu
